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CBBS CONTINUES SEARCH FOR
EARLY PALEOINDIANS IN THE BIG BEND

Early Pa leoin -
di ans (Clovis and 
Fol som cul tures;
9500—8300
B.C.) are best
known for their
highly so phis ti -
cated stone tech -
nolo gies and
their kill sites of
mam moth and

gi ant bison, re spec tively.  They were highly mo bile hunter-
 gatherers who trav eled in small bands, of ten camp ing in ar eas
that pro vided good lo cal sources of high- quality tool stone and
per ma nent wa ter holes that at tracted game.  They had tech no -
logi cally dis tinc tive, port able stone tool kits and hunted their
prey on foot, their prin ci pal weap onry con sist ing of at latls
and/or spears. Very lit tle is known about their use of shel ters,
plant re sources, or other im por tant as pects of their life ways.

The pres ence or ab sence of early Pa leoin dian cul tures in the
Big Bend proper has been, and con tin ues to be, an im por tant,
long- standing re search is sue among ar che olo gists.  Clovis and
Fol som re mains have been known for many years to oc cur
along the north ern mar gins of the Big Bend, such as in the Van
Horn and Toyah Ba sin ar eas, but very lit tle evi dence of their
pres ence has been forth com ing from the Davis Moun tains
south into Chi hua hua.  This re gard less of the fact that many ar -
eas through out the Big Bend have been sub jected to ex ten sive
ar cheo logi cal sur veys over the years.  To this day only a sin gle
Clovis point is con firmed by pro fes sional ar che olo gists to have
been found in the Big Bend proper, and it ap pears to be an iso -
lated find.  Un til very re cently there were no con firmed Fol som
finds in the Big Bend, al though at least one ma jor Fol som
camp site (pro fes sion ally in ves ti gated in the 1950s) is known to
ex ist to the north west in the vi cin ity of Van Horn.  Within the
past year a few finds of Fol som ar ti facts have oc curred in the
area and at least one Fol som ar ti fact found years ago has been
re ported to CBBS ar che olo gists.

Much of what we know about early Pa leoin di ans in other re -
gions is a re sult of in ves ti ga tions of their ani mal kill sites.
Clovis hunt ers in cluded mam moth (ex tinct by about 9000 B.C.)

in their list of prey, and a number of bone beds of gi ant bi son
(ex tinct by about 6500 B.C.) can be at trib uted to Fol som hunt -
ers.  For this rea son, finds of mam moth or bi son bone  in the Big 
Bend tend to be care fully ex am ined in pur suit of early Pa leoin -
dian evi dence.  Two finds of mam moth—one near Mara thon
and the other in the Marfa Plain— have come un der scru tiny by
our staff ar che olo gists of late. In both cases soil stud ies and mi -
nor ex ca va tions have been car ried out in an at tempt to as cer tain
the time and pro cesses of depo si tion/ac cu mu la tion of the bone,
for al though mam moth were in the re gion for at least 1.5 mil lion 
years, they were ac tu ally prey for Clovis hunt ers for less than
500 years at the end of the last Ice Age.  Our abil ity to rec og nize

Robert Mallouf preparing mammoth mandible
for removal at site near Marathon, Brewster
County, Texas.
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an cient soils that date spe cifi cally from the tenth mil le nium
B.C. be comes criti cal in our search for the Clovis hunt ers.

The Mara thon mam moth was in ves ti gated at in ter vals dur -
ing Janu ary and Feb ru ary of 2000.  Bones of what ap peared to
be a sin gle, adult ani mal were scat tered for some 15 m along the 
face of an ar royo bluff.  Par tially ex posed bone ele ments in -
cluded a very large tusk, a man di ble with one mo lar in tact, a
frag ment of pel vis, and a va ri ety of frag ments from long bones
and ribs.  Ex ami na tion of soil ex po sures sug gested to the author 
that the re mains were too old to have any as so cia tion with hu -
mans.  We did, how ever, care fully ex pose the man di ble with
tooth and ra mus intact, treat it with pre serva tives, and re move it 
to the Uni ver sity for teach ing and ex hi bi tion pur poses.  It cur -
rently is housed in the Mu seum of the Big Bend.

Af ter sev eral trips to ex am ine the Marfa mam moth, the
author de cided that some po ten tial for a Clovis kill site ex isted,

and it was de ter mined that the site
would come un der in ves ti ga tion as
a part of our joint Texas Ar cheo -
logi cal Society- Sul Ross State Uni -
ver sity ar cheo logi cal field school
held in June 2000.  The Marfa
mam moth site is ex posed along an
ar royo cut bank and is be lieved to
in clude at least three ani mals—two
adults and one ju ve nile.  The ani -
mals ap pear to have died in the edge 
of a pond or marsh.  The field
school in ves ti ga tion in cluded site
map ping, soils analy sis, and ex ca -
va tion of stra te gic ar eas with ex -
posed bone.  No de fini tive evi dence 
of hu man in volve ment with the
mam moths was found, and it is
likely that the ani mals suf fered a
natu ral death.  How ever, some as -
pects of re cov ered data still sug -
gests the pos si bil ity of a kill, so we
are con tinu ing to moni tor the site
and area in co op era tion with the
landowner.

While evi dence of Clovis in habi tants in the Big Bend con tin -
ues to evade us tem po rar ily, a meas ure of suc cess can be re -
ported in lo cat ing Fol som ma te ri als.  Three widely sepa rated
ar eas of the Big Bend proper have yielded de fini tive, if scanty,
evi dence of a Fol som pres ence over the past year.  In all cases
the evi dence con sists of Fol som pro jec tile points and the by -
prod ucts of point manu fac ture—the lat ter be ing sug ges tive of
area camp sites.  All are sur face finds, and none of the lo cali ties
have as yet pro duced ad di tional Fol som evi dence.  We can,
how ever, now state em phati cally that the Big Bend was in deed
in cluded in the move ments of Fol som hunt ers and, given some
time, we ex pect a simi lar find ing to emerge con cern ing ear lier
Clovis peo ples as well.  

—R. Mallouf

Complete adult mammoth tooth discovered in arroyo system near Marfa, Presidio County,
Texas.

The 7th An nual Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies Con fer ence was 
held on Oc to ber 20 and 21 at the new Uni ver sity Cen ter on the
Sul Ross State Uni ver sity cam pus.  Ninety- three peo ple reg is -
tered for this year’s con fer ence to hear thirty- one pres en ta tions
on top ics rang ing from Les lie Zubie ta’s “The Proyecto Base de
Da tos Ar queológica de Coa huila” to Mark Saka’s “The Mexi -
can Elec tion of 2000: Po liti cal Rup ture, Po liti cal Con ti nu ity.”
We were very pleased to host school chil dren and teach ers from
Ter lin gua who made the 200-mile round trip to hear pres en ta -
tions on Fri day af ter noon. The Fri day night so cial at the Mu -
seum of the Big Bend was well at tended as guests re newed
ac quain tances and com pared notes.  Lo cal mu si cians Den nis
Grevsky, Tony Lu ján, and Beth any Popen ha gen pro vided mu -
si cal en ter tain ment with Den nis on sax and flute, Tony on gui -

tar, and Beth any sing ing tunes rang ing from folk to jazz to
blues.   Cur tis Tun nell, former Texas State Ar che olo gist and re -
tired Ex ecu tive Di rec tor of the Texas His tori cal Commission
was the guest speaker at the Sat ur day lunch eon. His lec ture and
slide show on “Wax and Liq uor” en ter tained us and taught us
the his tory of the manu fac tur ing and sell ing of can de lilla wax
and sotól liq uor along the bor der.  Next year’s con fer ence is
sched uled for November 9–10, 2001.  If you would like to pres -
ent a pa per at the up com ing con fer ence please con tact Kelly
García at (915)837-8723 or at kgar cia@sul ross.edu.  We are
also in ter ested in hear ing any com ments you have on the con -
fer ence and sug ges tions for im prove ment.  Please call Becky
Hart at (915) 837-8179 or email at rhart@sul ross.edu to pass
along your thoughts. 

7th Annual CBBS Conference a Success
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ALAMITO HISTORICAL MARKER

A Texas His tori cal Com mis sion (THC) His tori cal Marker
was un veiled and dedi cated on May 13, 2000, along Farm- to-
 Market (FM) Road 169 ad ja cent to the Davis- Herrera home site
in the former com mu nity of Alamito. Lo cated in south ern Pre -
sidio County along Alamito Creek, the com mu nity (now
known as Plata) sprang up in 1870 with sev eral fami lies farm -
ing and work ing on nearby ranches.

The marker de tails some of the his tory of the lo ca tion, in -
clud ing in for ma tion on the Chi hua hua Trail which passed
through the com mu nity. This trail, known pri mar ily as a
freighter’s route from 1850–1880, passed from In di anola along 
the Texas coast, through San An to nio, to Chi hua hua City in the
Mexi can state of Chi hua hua. Alamito was a stop along the trail
dur ing its later years.  John Davis, an Alamito resi dent, served
weary trav el ers peach brandy made from an ad ja cent or chard.
The marker also pro vides in for ma tion about the Davis- Herrera
home site (John Davis was mar ried to Fran cisca Her rera, daugh -
ter of one of the origi nal set tlers of Alamito) which, along with
rem nants of a school, ceme tery, and ca nal sys tem com prise the

ex tant ru ins of the com mu nity. While the home site cur rently
lacks a roof, the adobe walls are still rela tively in tact. An adobe
fire place with an arched ar range ment of bricks over the hearth
is also still in tact, pro vid ing an ex cel lent and rare ex am ple of
this con struc tion tech nique.

The com mu nity rem nants are lo cated on pri vate land owned
by Mr. Jack E. Brown, a bene fac tor of the Cen ter. Mr. Brown
sought help from the CBBS in se cur ing a THC marker for the
site, and Mr. Glenn Wil le ford, a his to rian and Cen ter As so ci ate, 
did the re quired his tori cal re search. This re search was funded
through in ter est from the CBBS’s Etta Baugh (Win nie) Brown
Me mo rial En dow ment, which was es tab lished for the Cen ter by 
Mr. Brown in 1997 in memory of his late wife.

Al though the un veil ing and dedi ca tion of the marker was
con ducted on a breezy day in a rela tively re mote area, it was at -
tended by ap proxi mately 70 peo ple. State Rep re sen ta tive Pete
P. Gal lego, Mr.
Brown, and Cen -
ter di rec tor Rob ert 
Mal louf all ad -
dressed the crowd
dur ing the cere -
mony. Cur rently,
the CBBS is
work ing with Mr.
Brown and other
in ter ested par ties
in de sign ing and
ul ti mately con -
struct ing a cover
for the home site
ruin.

—A. Cloud

The  CBBS has stead ily grown over the last five years and
had com pletely de voured all avail able space in their Law rence
Hall of fices, ne ces si tat ing an ex pan sion. While plans for a
move into Fer gu son Hall had been on the books for over three
years, ac tual reno va tion of the former stu dent dor mi tory was
not com pleted un til last De cem ber. The short move across the
park ing lot from Law rence Hall to Fer gu son Hall was fi nally
made this Janu ary. 

The CBBS now oc cu pies space on the first floor and base -
ment at the south west cor ner of the build ing which is lo cated
due north up the mall from Law rence Hall. The new of fices will 
greatly en hance the ap pear ance, and more im por tantly, the ca -
pa bili ties of the Cen ter. In ad di tion to in di vid ual of fices for the
staff and a re cep tion area which will pro vide much needed el -
bow room, the new space in cludes an analy sis labo ra tory/re -
search li brary, an ar ti fact proc ess ing room, a stu dent/vis it ing
scholar of fice, and ade quate stor age space for field equip ment,

pub li ca tions, and ac tive col lec tions. There is also a wa ter hose
hookup and drain out side the of fices for the CBBS’s flo ta tion
de vice which is used to sepa rate fine or ganic and in or ganic ma -
te ri als from ar cheo logi cal soil sam ples.

The new CBBS of fices can be reached through an en trance -
way on the south side of Fer gu son Hall. Just come up the out -
side stair way and you will be en ter ing the Cen ter re cep tion
area. The main en trance to the build ing is on the west side, fac -
ing the mall—once en ter ing from this di rec tion, turn right down 
the hall way to the op po site side of the Cen ter re cep tion area.
Dis abled or wheel chair ac cess is on the west, north, and east
sides of the build ing. 

Our cam pus ad dress (Box C-71), main phone number
(837-8179), and in di vid ual phone num bers will not change
with the move. Please come and visit our new offices, and take
ad van tage of our ar cheo logi cal and eth no his tori cal re search li -
brary, which prom ises to be one of the best in the area.

(l-r) Jack Brown, Rep. Pete Gallego, and
Robert Mallouf unveil the Alamito
marker.

CBBS NOW IN FERGUSON HALL

Davis-Herrera homesite at Alamito (Plata).
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CBBS DOCUMENTS TALL ROCKSHELTER

Nes tled away high in the more in ac ces -
si ble can yons of the Davis Moun tains is
Tall Rock shel ter, one of the most sig nifi -
cant and spec tacu lar pre his- toric rock art
sites to be found in Trans- Pecos Texas.
The site con sists of an im pos ing rhyo litic
can yon bluff form ing a slightly arch ing
over hang that is painted with a wide ar ray
of In dian pic to graphs, the most no ta ble be -
ing a 17-ft. tall ar range ment of su per im -
posed hori zon tal and ver ti cal lines—the
lat ter capped with teardrop- shaped loops
that may rep re sent styl ized hu man heads.
This re mark able pic to graph panel was
exe cuted with six dif fer ent col ors of pig -
ment, in clud ing red, or ange, brown, white, 
black, and green. Other pan els to the left
and right of the cen tral ized large panel
con sist of a va ri ety of im ages, in clud ing
ad di tional line work pri mar ily in red, or -
ange, and white, nu mer ous ab stract de -
signs, a hu man fig ure in black, and a
styl ized “drag on fly” in red.  The shel ter
floor con tains a bur ied rec ord of oc cu pa -
tion by pre his toric In di ans span ning over
one thou sand years.  

While known to ar che olo gists since the
1930s, the re mote ness and dif fi culty of ac -
cess to the site dis cour aged pro fes sional
in ves ti ga tion un til only re cently.  Work ing in co op era tion with
the Texas Na ture Con ser vancy, Buf falo Trail Boy Scout
Ranch, Davis Moun tains Edu ca tional Coa li tion, and the De -

part ment of Fine Arts at SRSU,
CBBS di rec tor Rob ert Mal louf ini ti -
ated the first of three field sessions at
the site dur ing the sum mer of 1999.
This first one- week ses sion fo cused
on in stru ment map ping and prepa ra -
tion of the site for follow- up work.
The sum mer ses sion ended abruptly
when heavy rains re sulted in stuck ve -
hi cles and a long hike out for crew
mem bers. In No vem ber 1999, Mal -
louf and a group of SRSU an thro pol -
ogy stu dents re turned to con duct
sub sur face test ex ca va tions at the site, 
re sult ing in the sci en tific re cov ery of
stra tigraphic in for ma tion, ar ti facts,
and the first ra dio car bon sam ples to
be ob tained from the site.  A third
week- long ses sion at the site was car -
ried out in March 2000, dur ing which
ad di tional in stru ment map ping and
ex ca va tions were un der taken by Mal -
louf and crew, and ex ten sive rock art
re cord ing was ac com plished un der
the guid ance of SRSU Fine Arts pro -
fes sor Bob Hext. Sev eral mem bers of
the Texas Ar cheo logi cal So ci ety
Rock Art Task Force as well as staff
of the CBBS helped with rock art
docu men ta tion .

Ex ca va tions at the site in di cate that most hu man oc cu pa tion
of the shel ter was by no madic hunter- gatherers be tween

500–1500 A.D. De tailed labo ra tory
analy sis of re cov ered ma te ri als and
data from Tall Rock shel ter is cur -
rently un der way at the Cen ter for
Big Bend Stud ies on the cam pus of
Sul Ross State Uni ver sity.  Spe cial
stud ies, in clud ing ra dio car bon as -
says, pig ment analy sis, fau nal analy -
sis, and mac ro fos sil stud ies are
ex pected to yield a great deal of in -
for ma tion con cern ing life ways of
the peo ples who cre ated the mag -
nifi cent paint ings here.  In ad di tion,
the CBBS is work ing with the Texas
Na ture Con ser vancy, Buf falo Trail
Boy Scout Ranch, and the Davis
Moun tains Edu ca tional Coa li tion to
de velop a lon g-range plan for the
man age ment and pro tec tion of this
pri vately owned,  highly sig nifi cant
archeo logi cal prop erty.

—R. Mallouf

Extraordinary anthropomorphic pictograph
panel at Tall Rockshelter.

Crew initiating a new test unit in the foreground, while rock art recording proceeds in
background at Tall Rockshelter.
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TRACKING CABEZA DE VACA IN THE BORDERLANDS

The grip ping saga of Al var Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca, who
along with three other ship wrecked com pan ions were the first
Euro pe ans to tra verse the wilds of six teenth-cen tury Texas and
ar eas of north ern Mex ico, pro vides sub stance for a new and sig -
nifi cant film proj ect that should prove a must- see on eve ryo ne’s 
view ing list.  In 1998 the London- based com pany Maya Vi sion
In ter na tional, a ma jor pro ducer of films for pub lic tele vi sion,
em barked on pro duc tion of a se ries of four one- hour docu men -
ta ries en ti tled Con quis ta dors.  Each am bi tious seg ment lit er ally 
fol lows in the foot steps of ma jor six teenth-cen tury his tori cal
fig ures, in clud ing Fran cisco Pi zarro and Hernán Cortéz, as they 
ex plore, con quer, and claim the New World for the Span ish
crown.  Through a re-c rea tion of the tri als and tribu la tions of
Cabeza de Va ca’s seven- year trek with the In di ans across the
bor der lands, fol lowed by his con tro ver sial re- entry into Span -
ish so ci ety, the pro duc ers end the se ries with a strongly hu man -
is tic slant that is both en thrall ing and thought  pro vok ing.   

In late spring of
1999, CBBS Ad vi -
sory Coun cil mem ber 
Enri que Ma drid and
CBBS di rec tor Rob -
ert Mal louf were con -
tacted by Leo Ea ton,
the pro ject’s exe cu -
tive pro ducer, con -
cern ing Maya
Vi sion’s plans to
con duct an ex plora -
tory trip in Chi hua -
hua be tween Paso
La ji tas and Manuel
Be navides (San Car -
los).  The pur pose
was to gather in for -
ma tion and film foot -
age con cern ing the
pos si ble route of
Cabeza de Vaca into
La Junta de los Ríos
at Ojinaga/Pre sidio.
This rug ged and re -
mote area of north -
east ern Chi hua hua

once was criss- crossed by a se ries of an cient In dian trails.
Serv ing in ad vi sory ca paci ties, Ma drid and Mal louf as sisted the 
film group by gath er ing his toric maps and other ar chi val ma te -
ri als for the pro duc tion, and in July 1999, Mal louf ac com pa nied 
Ea ton and David Wal lace, di rec tor of the film, on horse back
into Chi hua hua to re con noi ter ar eas pre selected for pos si ble
film ing.  Sat is fied with the his tori cal and natu ral quali ties of the 
area, plans were made for pro duc tion film ing later in the year.

With the ar ri val of Maya Vi sion proj ect per son nel at La ji tas
in De cem ber 1999, the sec ond horse back ex pe di tion was

quickly and ex pertly launched into Chi hua hua via Paso La ji tas.
The Maya Vi sion team con sisted of di rec tor David Wal lace,
well- known film nar ra tor and author Mi chael Wood, and cam -
era man Pe ter Har vey. Mal louf again ac com pa nied the group in
the role of ar cheo logi cal/his tori cal field ad vi sor.  Pack train lo -
gis tics were han dled by guide Linda Walker, out fit ter and
owner of La ji tas Sta bles, and her ex cel lent staff.  The pro fes -
sional quali ties of the Maya Vi sion team be came im me di ately
ap par ent as the Rio Grande was crossed and the pack train en -
tered the rough, spec tacu lar can yon coun try be tween Paso La ji -
tas and the Si erra de la Mora. Hav ing just com pleted film ing
other ar du ous proj ect seg ments in South and Cen tral Amer ica
be fore ar riv ing at La ji tas, the Maya Vi sion crew was dog- tired
and worn thin.  Re gard less of their fa tigued con di tion, film ing
op por tu ni ties were rarely missed and great pains were taken to
ob tain the pre cise foot age de sired by the di rec tor.  Even tu ally
ar riv ing in San Car los, a pre- arranged in ter view and film ing of
his to rian En ri que Ma drid at a lo cal, col or ful bar con cluded the
Paso Lajitas- San Car los pro duc tion ef fort.  

Con quis ta dors will air on PBS be gin ning in May 2001.
Don’t miss it!

—R. Mallouf

David Wallace, director of filming project, at La Mora ruin.

Writer, historian, and narrator of the
production, Michael Wood, in La
Mora Canyon.

] Texas State Historical Association One Hundred and
Fifth Annual Meeting, March 1–3, 2001 in Houston,
Texas.  For more information call 512.471.1525.

] Society for American Archaeology 66th Annual
Meeting, April 18–22, New Orleans, Louisiana.  For
more information visit their website at www.saa.org, 
e-mail meetings@saa.org, or call 202.789.8200.

Upcoming Conferences
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DAUGHERTY EXPANDS SRSU/CBBS ENDOWMENT

Act ing on writ ten and ver bal re quests from sev eral ar che olo -
gists and his to ri ans for or gan iza tional af filia tion, the CBBS
Ad vi sory Coun cil ap proved the de vel op ment of a Re search As -
so ci ates Pro gram at its Oc to ber 20, 2000, meet ing in Al pine.  In
or der to qual ify for ap point ment, a can di date must be an as so ci -
ate mem ber of the Cen ter in good stand ing, have a dem on -
strated rec ord of re search and pub li ca tions, and be ac tively
con duct ing, or plan ning to con duct, re search in east ern re gions
of the Greater South west, West Texas, or north- central Mex ico. 
Per sons ap proved for ap point ment by the CBBS Ex ecu tive
Com mit tee will have ac cess to Cen ter fa cili ties—in clud ing
tem po rary work space, li brary re sources, and labo ra tory equip -
ment—in sup port of their re search.  In ad di tion, re search as so -
ci ates will re ceive Cen ter sup port for seek ing grants and other
fund rais ing ac tivi ties re lated to their re search.  For more in for -
ma tion con tact the CBBS di rec tor by let ter or by e- mail at
mallouf@sul ross.edu.

In 1998 Dr. Frank lin W. Daugherty, CBBS Ad vi sory Coun -
cil and Edi to rial Board mem ber, es tab lished the Frank lin W.
and Doro thy Cot ten  Daugherty Me mo rial En dow ment and
Me mo rial Ex cel lence Fund with a $25,000 grant to SRSU and
the Cen ter. The en dow ment was cre ated in mem ory of Dr.
Daugher ty’s wife Doro thy, who passed away on May 25, 1998.
On Sep tem ber 1, 2000, Dr. Daugherty greatly ex panded the en -
dow ment with an ad di tional $25,000 do na tion, re sult ing in a
sig nifi cant en hance ment to the Cen ter’s ca pa bili ties in ar eas of
re search and pub li ca tion.  

A long- time sup porter of Sul Ross State Uni ver sity, Dr.
Daugherty has con sis tently been a source of in spi ra tion for
Cen ter staff and many other re search ers in the dis ci plines of
his tory, ge ol ogy, and ar che ol ogy of the bor der lands re gion.
Hav ing been strongly ori ented to wards origi nal field work
through out his long ca reer as a ge olo gist, his to rian, and uni ver -
sity pro fes sor, Dr. Daugherty has in fused count less stu dents
and pro fes sion als alike with his per sonal phi loso phy of ex act -
ing and criti cal re search stan dards—cou pled with plain old de -
ter mi na tion and hard work.  His long-term in volve ment with
Cen ter staff has clearly helped to mo ti vate us in our quest for
ex cel lence in all that we un der take. 

Dur ing the year 2000, the Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies con -
tin ued to be the re cipi ent of a number of li brary and equip ment
do na tions.  Dr. Frank Daugherty gave the Cen ter valu able field
sur vey ing items, in clud ing an ali dade, plane ta ble and tri pod,
and sta dia rod—all wel comed ad di tions to our field equip ment
in ven tory.  Ms. Fal ice Young of Fort Davis do nated an elec -
tronic book and word proc es sor which will be put to ex ten sive
use in the new li brary quar ters in Fer gu son.  A por tion of the
pro fes sional li brary cen ter ing on Mesoameri can ar che ol ogy
and his tory was given by Dr. Basil C. He drick of Bel le vue,
Wash ing ton. Ms. Pa tri cia Cloud, Sr. Ser gio Co rona, and Mr.
Mi chael Bradle gra ciously do nated books, re prints, and maps
per ti nent to the Cen ter’s scope of in ter est.  The Cen ter for Big
Bend Stud ies grate fully ac knowl edges these in di vidu als’ gen -
er os ity and thanks them for their in ter est and sup port of our
mis sion.

Dr. Frank Daugherty, 1961, in the Pico Etereo area 
of Coahuila, Mexico.

CBBS Research Associates
Program Approved Donations
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NEW ILLUSTRATION CAPABILITIES

The J. Char les Kel ley An thro pol ogy Club, es tab lished in De -
cem ber 1999, was named for J. Char les Kel ley, a pio neer of ar -
che ol ogy in the Big Bend area. The club cur rently has 12
mem bers and is open to all Sul Ross State Uni ver sity stu dents
and fac ulty.  CBBS di rec tor and fac ulty mem ber Rob ert J.
Mallouf serves as a spon sor for the or gani za tion.

Club mem bers have the unique op por tu nity of work ing with
pro fes sional ar che olo gists at the Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies.
Mem bers can ex pe ri ence all phases of ar cheo logi cal re search,
from field work to lab work, on a vol un teer ba sis.  By par tici pat -
ing in CBBS proj ects, Sul Ross stu dents re ceive hands- on train -
ing in field ar che ol ogy.  The stu dents learn field tech niques

such as in stru ment map ping, sur vey ing, and ex ca vat ing. Once
the ma te rial re cov ered in the field is brought back to the labo ra -
tory, stu dents can learn how to prop erly wash, la bel, cata log,
and ana lyze ar ti facts.  Some of the ar cheo logi cal field proj ects
that the an thro pol ogy club have par tici pated in are the map ping, 
ex ca va tion, and docu men ta tion of Tall Rocks hel ter in the Davis 
Moun tains (see ar ti cle this is sue) and most re cently, sur vey ing
ar eas at the Chi hua han De sert Re search In sti tute (CDRI), lo -
cated in the south ern foot hills of the Davis Moun tains.

Cur rently, the an thro pol ogy club is work ing in con junc tion
with the CBBS on sev eral proj ects that are in the plan ning
stages.  The Davis-Herrera home stead site, a his toric adobe
house at Alamito in Pre sidio County (see ar ti cle this is sue), and
the James Dar ling his toric home site in Al pine, are both in need
of pro tec tive measures.  Pro tec tive struc tures around these two
his toric home sites are be ing de signed and the an thro pol ogy
club is slated to help build and erect them. More sur vey work in
the Davis Moun tains is planned for the late spring of 2001. 

The organization has new T-shirts for sale (see or der form).
Please help sup port the J. Char les Kel ley An thro pol ogy Club.
           —D. Temple

THE SRSU J. CHARLES KELLEY ANTHROPOLOGY CLUB

It’s been one year since CBBS filled the newly cre ated staff po si tion of
Sci en tific Il lus tra tor, prior to which we used sev eral il lus tra tors and art ists
on a con trac tual ba sis.  David Hart took the po si tion in Janu ary 2000.  New
equip ment was pro vided to serve the needs of the the il lus tra tor, in clud ing
a pow er ful com puter with a large moni tor and a graph ics tab let, for
free hand com put er ized draw ing. Man ual draw ing tools and ta bles
were also pur chased for the new of fice in Fer gu son Hall. Ar ti fact
draw ings are still done by hand, though com puter-gen er ated ar ti fact
art is be ing pro duced for spe cific pur poses. More ar ti facts will be rep re -
sented via the com puter as sat is fac tory meth ods and tech niques are mas tered for
these ex act ing draw ings (il lus tra tions origi nally pro duced on the com puter re pro duce for pub li ca -
tion more clearly and with fewer com pli ca tions). Other il lus tra tions, from maps and ex ca va tion
cross sec tions to T- shirt de signs, are now pro duced on the com puter. This has greatly en hanced qual -
ity, speed, and con ven ience in pre par ing il lus tra tions for pub li ca tions and pres en ta tions. All of the
draw ings in the lat est Jour nal of Big Bend Stud ies (vol. 12) were re drawn on the com puter from con tribu -
tors’ origi nal draw ings and sketches and were then passed elec troni cally to the CBBS editor who then pasted
them into the pub li ca tion. This ac tu ally saved time over the pre vi ous pro cess of scan ning and then doc tor ing the im age for re -
sults that were not as clear. We con tinue our pur suit of ex cel lence in this area. Let us know what you think!

—D. Hart

Anthropology club members testing a site at the Chihuahuan
Desert Research Institute.
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TOYAH ARROW POINTS IN THE BIG BEND

Toyah ar row points (see draw ings) have long been rec og -
nized as very dis tinc tive and common pro jec tiles in ar cheo logi -
cal as sem blages of the Trans- Pecos re gion. These small
tri an gu lar points are char ac ter ized by tri an gu lar blades, two
side notches any where from near the base to the mid dle of the
point, a larger third notch in the cen ter of the base, and ser rated
blade edges (Suhm and Jelks 1962:291–292). The three notches 
on these speci mens form ba sal ears which com monly flair
down and out ward.

The Toyah type oc curs through out much of Trans- Pecos
Texas and the ad join ing ar eas. These ar row points have been
ten ta tively as so ci ated with the Liv er more phase and Bravo Val -
ley as pect of the Texas Big Bend– north ern Chi hua hua re gion
(Kel ley et al. 1940), with Kel ley’s early defi ni tion of the Toyah
phase of Cen tral and West Texas (Kel ley 1947), and with the
Jora com plex of Cen tral Coa huila (Tay lor 1966). Kel ley,
Camp bell, and Leh mer (1940) origi nally dis cussed and il lus -
trated the type, di vid ing it into two dis tinct va rie ties which were 
later named Toyah Tri ple Notched and Pie dras Tri ple Notched.
Ul ti mately, these two va rie ties were lumped to gether, and de -
scribed and re named “Toyah” by Suhm, Krieger, and Jelks
(1954:508). Kel ley (1957) ar gued that the va ri ety as so ci ated
with the Bravo Val ley as pect (vil lage sites along the Rio
Grande at La Junta [junc ture of the Rio Grande and Río Con -
chos] dat ing from ca. A.D. 1200–1800), Pie dras Tri ple Notched, 
is thicker, has smaller notches, is more crudely made, and is fre -
quently asym met ri cal com pared to Toyah Tri ple Notched,
which is as so ci ated with the Liv er more phase (hunter- gatherers 
in the re gion from ca. A.D. 900–1200). This con tro versy should
proba bly be re- examined in the fu ture with ap pro pri ately de -
rived col lec tions.

Un for tu nately, much of the work that oc curred on both the
Bravo Val ley as pect and the Liv er more phase was done prior to
the ad vent of ra dio car bon dat ing, thus there is lit tle chro nomet -
ric data associated with the Toyah type. Only two such dates
have been se cured from the Texas Big Bend. One from an open

camp site in Big Bend Na tional
Park  where an av er age cor -
rected and cali brated date of
A.D. 1233–1377 (Cor rick
2000:8) was ob tained from a
par tially ex posed hearth.
Thirty- three Toyah speci mens

were re cov ered from the sur face and from within the ex ca vated
hearth at this site. The second date comes from test ex ca va tions
at the Polvo site (41PS21) lo cated near Red ford, Texas, where a 
Toyah point was found in a large trash pit which yielded a cor -
rected and cali brated date of A.D. 1190–1280 (Cloud et al.
1994:126).

At this point it is im pos si ble to un der stand the com plete tem -
po ral range of the type or the re la tion ship be tween the Liv er -
more phase and Bravo Val ley as pect. How ever, the CBBS is
sched uled to con duct a ma jor ex ca va tion at a riv er ine site at La
Junta be gin ning in late January 2001 where two Toyah points
were found bur ied in a mid den de posit dur ing test ing last May
(see CRM Up date in this news let ter). The mid den was gen er -
ally dated be tween A.D. 900–1500 (Cloud 2000), so there is a
very real pos si bil ity that the up com ing ex ca va tion will shed
light on the tem po ral range of Toyah in the Big Bend and, per -
haps, also pro vide in for ma tion on the two cul tural con structs
iden ti fied in the re gion that con tain the point type.

—A. Cloud
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The Cul tural Re sources Man age ment (CRM) branch of the
CBBS has been very ac tive of late. Ar cheo logi cal sur veys were 
com pleted for pre scribed burn proj ects in Big Bend Na tional
Park and Lake Mere dith Na tional Rec rea tion Area, while a test -
ing proj ect was con ducted for the Texas De part ment of Trans -
por ta tion (TxDOT) at two sites along FM 170 in south ern
Pre sidio County.

Big Bend National Park Project

The sur vey proj ect in Big Bend Na tional Park cov ered a
542- acre tract of land along the Ba sin road at the foot hill/al lu -
vial fan in ter face. Nine ar cheo logi cal sites were re corded with
eight of these clas si fied as pre his toric camp sites and the other a
his toric stock tank/pond. Also found was a his toric ave nue of
travel which pre dated the Ba sin road and was marked by a va ri -
ety of late nine teenth- and early twen ti eth -cen tury de bris. The
pre his toric sites were con cen trated at the foot hill/al lu vial fan
in ter face, which would have al lowed rela tively easy utili za tion
of re sources in each zone. Tem po rally di ag nos tic ar ti facts dis -
cov ered dur ing the proj ect are pri mar ily Late Ar chaic (ca. 1000 
B.C.–A.D. 700) dart points, while Late Pre his toric (ca. A.D.
700–1535) and/or Pro to his toric (ca. A.D. 1535–1700) ar row
points and pre- World War I sol dered tin cans also were found.

Lake Meredith Project

The Lake Mere dith sur vey cov ered a 855- acre tract of land
on the south side of the lake ad ja cent to the dam. Nine teen ar -
cheo logi cal sites were re corded with 17 of these clas si fied as
pre his toric open camp sites and the other two as mid- twentieth
cen tury his toric sites (a pos si ble well house and rem nants of a
car bon black plant). The most sig nifi cant find ings were an in -
tact slab- lined cist or struc tural rem nant at one site and a dense
mid den de posit at an other. The sla b-lined fea ture is thought to
be af fili ated with the An te lope Creek phase, which dates to A.D. 
1200–1450. Few tem po rally or func tion ally di ag nos tic ar ti facts 

were found dur ing the sur vey, per haps a result of dense ground
cover and/or past ar ti fact col lect ing ac tivi ties.

Presidio County Project

A test ing proj ect con ducted for TxDOT in volved two sites
po si tioned along the high way and ad ja cent to the Rio Grande:
an open camp site and a se ries of rock shel ters in a tuff de posit.
The sub sur face and more sub stan tive work dur ing the proj ect
was fo cused on the open camp site which is char ac ter ized by
dense mid den de pos its. At least three dis crete cul tural zones
were iden ti fied within the high way right- of- way: a thick mid -
den de posit or se ries of de pos its on the up per ter race, a thin
scat ter of fire- cracked rock be low the mid den in one area, and a
deeply bur ied zone on the lower ter race. An in tact hearth within 
the mid den yielded a ra dio car bon date of A.D. 890–1020, while
an other date from the de posit in di cates depo si tion as late as the
fif teenth cen tury. The mid den de pos its yielded an un fin ished
Liv er more and two Toyah ar row points, as well as an un typed
brown ware sherd. Based on stra tigraphic re la tion ships, the cul -
tural zone be low the mid den is thought to have an Ar chaic (ca.
6500 B.C.–A.D. 700) af filia tion, proba bly Late Ar chaic (1000
B.C.–A.D. 700). The bur ied zone on the lower ter race (about 90
cm be low the sur face) con tained a Per diz ar row point, which is
sug ges tive of a date be tween A.D. 1200–1750.

Andy Cloud, with able as sis tance from the en tire CBBS
staff, has pre pared re ports of in ves ti ga tion to sat isfy fed eral and 
state re quire ments for these three proj ects. CRM proj ects in the
near fu ture in clude a miti ga tion or data re cov ery pro gram at the
site along FM 170 for TxDOT, a bound ary and power line sur -
vey in Big Bend Ranch State Park for Texas Parks and Wild life
Department, and fur ther work on pre scribed burn proj ects at
Lake Mere dith. 

—A. Cloud

CULTURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT UPDATES

New CBBS Work Study

Dawn Tem ple has
been a stu dent at Sul Ross 
for 2 ½ years.  She is ma -
jor ing in ge ol ogy while 
work ing on a mi nor in an -
thro pol ogy.  For about a
year, Dawn has been
work ing with the Cen ter
do ing field work and ar ti -
fact proc ess ing.  She is
cur rently the presi dent of
the J. Char les Kel ley An -
thro pol ogy Club.Dawn Temple

In the last is sue of La Vista de la Frontera (2000), we in cor -
rectly iden ti fied Mrs. Helen Davis as Hes ter Davis.  Mrs. Helen
Davis gen er ously do nated her late hus band’s li brary to the Cen -
ter.  The Les lie Davis Library is a valu able ad di tion to the Cen -
ter’s re search li brary.

We apolo gize for this mis take.

Correction
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AAM Accreditation Sought

With the staff re or gani za tion dur ing the fall, the Mu seum of
the Big Bend has un der gone an in ter nal re- assessment de signed 
to fo cus our ef forts to wards a bet ter un der stand ing of the mis -
sion, pur poses, and the im me di ate, as well as long- term, needs
of the in sti tu tion.  The ul ti mate goal of any es tab lished mu seum 
should be ac credi ta tion by the Ameri can As so cia tion of Mu se -
ums.  The AAM is the pro fes sional de vel op ment or gani za tion
that rep re sents mu se ums and es tab lishes stan dards in in ter pre -
ta tion, col lec tions, pro grams, edu ca tion, and gov ern ance.

Ac credi ta tion in volves a com pli cated in ter nal analy sis of the 
in sti tu tion, and then an in ten sive peer re view.  While the Mu -
seum of the Big Bend is not cur rently eli gi ble for ac credi ta tion,
we have cho sen this as our ul ti mate goal in or der to es tab lish
this in sti tu tion in the first rank of mu se ums.  The first step in the 
pro cess is the crea tion of a Long Range Plan.  This plan, which
will cover the next three to five years, has been com pleted and
ac cepted.  It is avail able for re view at the Mu seum of fices in
Law rence Hall for any one in ter ested.

An other im por tant as pect of the ac credi ta tion pro cess is a
Col lec tion Man age ment Pol icy that con forms to mod ern rec og -
nized stan dards es tab lished by the AAM.  The core out line of
this model pol icy is set forth in The New Mu seum Reg is tra tion
Meth ods ed ited by Re becca Buck and Jean Gil more. Al though
it is re lated to the rig ging and han dling of large sculp ture not
cata logu ing meth ods, I have an ar ti cle in this pub li ca tion and
thus am fa mil iar with all of the work in volved in cre at ing the
stan dards we must fol low.  Cur rently we are re vis ing our Col -
lec tion Man age ment Pol icy.  It will also be avail able for in spec -
tion and com ment at the Mu seum of fices.

Mu seum ac credi ta tion also re quires the de vel op ment and ac -
cep tance of a Code of Eth ics by staff and those in volved in the
gov ern ance or su per vi sion of the in sti tu tion.  The Mu seum of
the Big Bend, through its ad vi sors and staff, holds a pub lic trust 
of the high est or der.  Our pur pose is to not only col lect, but also
to pre serve and main tain those col lec tions.  Not only do we ex -
hibit our col lec tions, but also have an ob li ga tion to in ter pret
them in a man ner that most clearly and con cisely tells the full
story of the his tory and cul tures of the Big Bend re gion.  Our
rec og ni tion of our pub lic trust re spon si bil ity is in cor po rated
into our Code of Eth ics.

Staff Reorganization

In or der to pro vide the best man age ment and ef fi cient op era -
tion we have un der taken a staff re or gani za tion.  Pam Banks,
Mu seum secre tary, man ages the of fice and the gift shop as well
as co or di nat ing spe cial events.  John Klinge mann is tak ing the
re spon si bil ity of Cu ra tor of Ex hib its and Pub lic Pro grams.
Mary Bridges was re cently ap pointed Cu ra tor of Col lec tions
and will over see the re vi sion of our col lec tion man age ment
pol icy.  Both John and Mary are in volved in ex hibit de vel op -
ment.

Exhibit Planning

Ex hibit plan ning is pro gress ing along two par al lel tracks.
First, we are de vel op ing plans for a se ries of tem po rary ex hib its
for the next sev eral months.  Sec ond, we are de vel op ing a de -
sign for re struc tur ing the main ex hibit space to in clude a bet ter
out line of the his tory and cul tures of the Big Bend.  This plan is
based on work done prior to the ar ri val of new staff.  It is well
thought out and or gan ized.  Credit be longs to Bob Mal louf and
the mem bers of the com mit tee he se lected.  Cur rently we are re -
fin ing this plan and at tempt ing to de ter mine costs.  

In the plan ning for tem po rary ex hib its, we have sev eral ex -
cit ing proj ects.  The most im me di ate is a co op era tive ven ture
be tween the Mu seum, Sul Ross Fine Arts De part ment, and the
City of Al pine.  The ex hibit is ti tled Ruckus Ro deo and is a ma -
jor sculp ture in stal la tion work from the per ma nent col lec tion of
the Mod ern Art Mu seum of Fort Worth.  Ruckus Ro deo was cre -
ated by New York art ist Red Grooms and cap tures, in mas sive
car toon form, the spirit, ex cite ment and spec ta cle of the ro deo.
Due to the size of the in stal la tion there is no place on cam pus
large enough for the ex hibit, so the City of Al pine has gen er -
ously waived the fee for the Civic Cen ter for the month of
March.  The Beryl Lowe and John W. Rice Foun da tion gen er -
ously pro vided ini tial fund ing for the ex hibit.  

Individual Pursuits

John Klinge mann, who trans lated Dr. Ru ben Oso rio’s The
Se cret Life of Pan cho Villa, is ex plor ing a for mal re la tion ship
with the new mu seum in Ojinaga.  The im me di ate re sult will be
a jointly spon sored ex hibit on Hol ly wood, Pan cho Villa, and
the Bat tle of Ojinaga.  It seems that the Mu tual Film Cor po ra -
tion crew was on hand for the bat tle and we are in the pro cess of
ob tain ing a copy as the cen ter piece of the ex hibit.  

I am work ing on a proj ect of per sonal in ter est that cen ters on
the Davis Moun tains Sce nic Loop and a set of pho to graphs
from the Over land Trail Mu seum in Fort Davis taken by W.D.
Smith ers in 1933.  The Sce nic Loop was origi nally es tab lished
by the Texas leg is la ture as the Davis Moun tains State Park
High way.  The crea tion of the cur rent Davis Moun tains State
Park took prece dence and the State Park High way slipped into
obliv ion.  How ever, in 1933 the Fort Davis Cham ber of Com -
merce hired Smith ers to tour the Loop and de velop a slide pres -
en ta tion to pro mote the Davis Moun tains.  The re sult is a set of
60 hand- tinted glass slides that in clude the con struc tion of In -
dian Lodge, McDon ald Ob ser va tory, and the Sce nic Loop road. 
Since the Texas De part ment of Trans por ta tion is cur rently plan -
ning on wid en ing and im prov ing the Sce nic Loop, a look back
at the con struc tion and origi nal ap pear ance of this ma jor Texas
land mark is ap pro pri ate.

Mary Bridges has two ex hibit proj ects that cen ter on re cent
ac qui si tions.  The first is an ex hibit based upon a col lec tion of
co ro nas pre sented to the Mu seum by Cur tis Tun nell, former
State Ar che olo gist and re tired Di rec tor of the Texas His tori cal

NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM OF THE BIG BEND



Larry Fran cell, the new di rec -
tor of the Mu seum, be gan his du ties
on August 1, 2000.  Fran cell, who is
an Odessa na tive, spent con sid er able
time in the Fort Davis area as a
young ster.  He and his wife, Beth,
moved to the com mu nity sev eral
years ago, but Fran cell spent much of
his time on the road as a mu seum con -
sult ant.  He also spent 15 years as a
mu seum ven dor, spe cial iz ing in mov -
ing col lec tions, as a mu seum di rec tor
in Wich ita Falls, and as a proj ect
man ager for con struc tion of a new
mu seum in Dal las.  “This [di rec tor -
ship] of fers a unique chal lange and a unique op por tu nity.  I
hope to build on what oth ers have done and to give the mu seum
a new sense of di rec tion.  A mu seum, if it lives in a com mu nity,
can be part of the com mu nity.  It should be an im por tant part of
the Uni ver sity, an im por tant part of Al pine, and an im por tant
part of the re gion, as its name in di cates.”
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NEWS FROM THE MUSEUM OF THE BIG BEND

Com mis sion. Col lected dur ing his many trav els along the bor -
der coun try of the Big Bend, co ro nas are hand made pa per and
metal flow ers used for grave deco ra tions.  Our other ma jor ac -
qui si tion is a col lec tion of work by Beryl Rice from Marfa.
Rec og nized as a re gional art ist, in clud ing an ex hibit at the Mu -
seum of the Big Bend, Ms. Rice worked in a va ri ety of me dia
from paint ing to bronze, fab ric, ce ramic, and print mak ing.
With the help of Bob Hext from the Fine Arts De part ment, a
rep re sen ta tive sam ple of work has been se lected for ex hibit.

Di ane La cy’s Danc ing in the Dust: Im ages from the o6
Ranch and Rus sell Han sen’s Birds in Flight will re main on dis -

play un til Trap pings of Texas 2001, March 2.  In the mean time
the Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies moves into new of fices in Fer -
gu son Hall, and the Mu seum staff will move into the old Cen ter 
of fices on the sec ond floor of Law rence Hall at the west end.
We are ex cited about the pos si bili ties that the new mil len nium
brings to the Mu seum of the Big Bend.  I wish to thank Dr. Vic
Mor gan and Bob Mal louf for the warm wel come to Sul Ross
State Uni ver sity, and Dr. Bill Webb, Chair of the Uni ver sity’s
Mu seum Sup port Group, as well as the mem bers of the group
for their gen er ous sup port.

—L. Francell

New Museum Staff

Mary Bridges re cently joined the staff of the Mu seum of
the Big Bend as the Col lec tions Man ager/Cu ra tor. A 1992
gradu ate of Sul Ross State Uni ver sity with a BS in Bi ol ogy,
Mary has had a longterm in ter est in the Big Bend re gion. While
work ing at the Chi hua huan De sert Re search In sti tute, Mary
strength ened her knowl edge of the flora and fauna of the area.
Now, by work ing with the Mu se um’s ex ten sive col lec tions, she 
will have the op por tu nity to learn more about the his tory of the
Big Bend.

A resi dent of Fort Davis, Mary is in volved with the Fort
Davis Cham ber of Com merce and the Jeff Davis County Food
Bank. In ad di tion to her new job and
vol un teer du ties, Mary and her hus -
band Mark, try to keep up with their
chil dren, Ame lia, Paul, and Brian.

Pam Banks, the new secre tary for the Mu seum of the Big
Bend, grew up in Co ronado, Calif., and mar ried George who
was in the U.S. Navy.  Pam, her hus band, and their daugh ter
Melissa moved to Al pine in De cem ber of 1999.

Due to her hus band’s ca reer, they spent 17 years moving
from San Di ego to the Pa cific North west and then to the Deep
South. Pam is hop ing small- town Al pine will be the place they
can call home. “The his tory and cul tural as pects of the Big
Bend are truly in ter est ing and I am so pleased to have the op -
por tu nity to work in the Mu seum.”

Museum of the Big Bend Staff (l-r):
John Klingemann, Mary Bridges,
Pam Banks, and Larry Francell.
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CBBS SPONSORS TRIP TO PARRAL, CHIHUAHUA

In July 2000, the CBBS spon sored a trip for SRSU fac ulty,
staff, stu dents, and CBBS Ad vi sory Coun cil mem bers to par -
tici pate in the an nual Jor na das Vil lis tas hosted by the city of
Par ral, Chi hua hua.  The week- long fes ti val com memo rates the
as sas si na tion in Par ral of Gen eral Fran cisco Villa on July 20,
1923.  Now an in ter na tional event, the fes ti val pro vides peo ple
from all over the world and from all walks of life with the op -
por tu nity to learn about Villa, who to many has be come a sym -
bol of the fight against op pres sion.  Among the of fer ings are a
re en act ment of Vil la’s as sas si na tion, pa rades, dances, and a
host of other ac tivi ties, in clud ing a schol arly sym po sium on the
Mexi can Revo lu tion that is held nightly.  One high light of this
year’s fes tivi ties was a pa rade led by the lo cal mili tary gar ri son
drum and bu gle corp and fol lowed by mod ern “Vil lis tas” on
horse back.

SRSU rep re sen ta tives at tend ing the fes ti val in cluded Vic
Mor gan, Presi dent of the uni ver sity, David Cock rum, Vice-

 President for Aca demic Af fairs, Rob ert Mal louf, di rec tor of the 
CBBS, Ni cola Mul hol land, Edu ca tional Tech nol ogy Spe cial ist, 
Mark Saka, As so ci ate Pro fes sor of His tory, Andy Cloud, CRM
Co or di na tor for the CBBS, and John Klinge mann, Cu ra tor of
the Mu seum of the Big Bend.  Glenn Wil le ford, long time as so -
ci ate mem ber of the CBBS and resi dent of Chi hua hua, as sisted
the vis it ing group with lo gis tics and lo cal tours.  At tend ing and
per form ing sev eral times were stu dents of the SRSU Bal let
Folko rico, un der the di rec tion of Mul hol land.  CBBS Ad vi sory
Coun cil mem bers at tend ing in cluded Oakah Jones, Rubén
Osorio, and Jerry Raun.  Talks were pre sented by Jones, Oso -
rio, Raun, Klinge mann, and Saka dur ing even ing ses sions on
the Mexi can Revo lu tion.  Of par ticu lar note were two even ing
ses sions that fo cused in large part on Rubén Oso rio’s new book
The Se cret Fam ily of Pan cho Villa, pub lished re cently by the
Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies.

—J. Klingemann

Pictures from the parade to the cemetery during the annual
Jornadas Villistas in Parral, Chihuahua.

Mu seum of the Big Bend cu ra tor John Klinge mann re cently
par tici pated in the Win edale Mu seum Semi nar.  Spon sored by
the Texas His tori cal Com mis sion and Uni ver sity of Texas Cen -
ter for Ameri can His to ry’s Win edale His tori cal Cen ter, this
semi nar pro vides an ex cel lent over view of museum- related is -
sues.  Co or di nated by Kit Neu mann of the Texas His tori cal
Com mis sion, the fac ulty and par tici pants con sist of mu seum
pro fes sion als from across the United States.  Par tici pants must
ap ply and only 20 mu seum pro fes sion als are in vited.  Dur ing
the in ten sive 10- day semi nar, par tici pants are pre sented with
in for ma tion that cov ers a wide range of museum- related is sues, 
in clud ing pres er va tion, col lec tion man age ment, in ter pre ta tion,
and ex hi bi tion tech niques.

Win edale is lo cated 75 miles south east of Aus tin, Texas, in a
ru ral area on a 190- acre farm stead. The remoteness al lows the
par tici pants to be im mersed in their semi nar stud ies as well as a
chance to ex change ideas with oth ers in their pro fes sion.  Also
in cluded in the semi nar was a field trip to the San An to nio area
to visit, meet with the staff, and get a behind- the- scenes look at
in sti tu tions such as the Witte Mu seum, the Alamo, and the In -
sti tute of Texan Cul tures.  Ac cord ing to John, “I not only had
the chance to en hance my mu seum skills, but I also had the op -
por tu nity to meet my peers and share ex pe ri ences of work ing in
the mu seum field.  I will al ways be proud to have been a part of
the Win edale ex pe ri ence.”

Museum Curator Attends Seminar
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Doniphan’s Epic March: The 1st Missouri Volunteers in
the Mexican War by Joseph G. Dawson

University Press of Kansas: Lawrence, 1999

Jo seph G. Daw son’s new book, Doni phan’s Epic March:
The 1st Mis souri Vol un teers in the Mexi can War is a long-
 overdue trea tise that de tails events lead ing up to the 1846–1848
war, ex plains the role of the Mis souri vol un teers in that war,
and clari fies how those men over came sub stan tial odds to gain
vic tory.  Their suc cesses not only se cured north- central Mex ico
for the United States but de prived Gen. An to nio Lopez de Santa 
Anna of sub stan tial num bers of of fi cers and men, all of whom
were needed in the fight against Gen. Zach ary Tay lor’s Ameri -
can army in the Mexi can north east.  Daw son also dem on strates
the in trin sic worth of the citi zen sol dier, a point that calls into
ques tion the wis dom of hav ing an all- professional mili tary in
the United States to day.  Doni phan’s Epic March also con trib -
utes much to Rio Grande bor der lands’ stud ies by ex plain ing,
albeit in di rectly, the man ner in which the first Anglo- American
set tlers of Texas’ Big Bend coun try proba bly came into con tact
with the re gion.

Among other is sues, the dis agree ment over whether the Rio
Grande or the Nue ces River should de line ate the bor der be -
tween Texas and Mex ico came to a head on April 25, 1846,
when the United States and Mexi can mounted troops clashed at
Palo Alto prai rie in the dis puted Nue ces Strip.  “Ameri can
blood has been spilled on Ameri can soil,” or so went the bat tle
cry.  United States Presi dent James K. Polk, an ad her ent of
Ameri ca’s right to seize and con trol the North Ameri can con ti -
nent be tween the At lan tic and Pa cific oceans, asked for and re -
ceived a dec la ra tion of war from Con gress on May 11.  The
coun try had a lim ited army led by ca reer of fi cers who had at -
tended the mili tary acad emy at West Point; ad di tion ally, the
United States em ployed the serv ices of a well- organized and
well- led, al beit small, navy (a bene fit Mex ico did not en joy)
which was able to block ade Mexi co’s ocean ports dur ing the
course of the war.

As in all wars which the United States has en tered save one
(the Gulf War), citi zen sol diers were called upon to join the
fight in 1846.  When Polk asked for vol un teers to fight in Mex -
ico, Gov er nor John Ed wards ech oed the call by ask ing that
1,200 men step for ward.  In re sponse Al ex an der W. Doni phan,
a crimi nal de fense at tor ney from Clay County who was also a
state leg is la tor, along with more than 100 vol un teers from Clay
County, en listed as Mis souri Vol un teers.  Only later, af ter the
regi ment had been formed, was Doni phan elected by the men to
serve as colo nel.  In the Army of the West he would be sec ond
in com mand only to Regu lar Army Colo nel Ste phen W. Kearny 
who was pro moted to briga dier gen eral dur ing the cam paign.

Kearny’s origi nal or ders di rected him to pro ceed into the
“North ern Prov inces [of Mex ico (at Santa Fe)] and hold them
un til peace was made.”  From there Kearny was to take a force
of regu lars over land and oc cupy Cali for nia.  That west ern prov -
ince had, how ever, put up only to ken re sis tance to United States 

units, which were com -
posed largely of other
vol un teers and U.S.
Navy fight ing men.  By
the time Kearny was
ready to de part Santa Fe 
and strike out for Cali -
for nia he felt it nec es -
sary to take along only
88 regu lars; ad di tion -
ally, Kearny was nerv -
ous about the se cu rity of 
New Mex ico and did
not wish to re move all
of the Ameri can forces
that were gar ri soned
there.  It was a wise de -
ci sion for on Janu ary
19, a re bel lion broke out 
at Taos.  Had Col. Ster -
ling Price and his com mand not been avail able and not acted
swiftly and surely, both Kearny and Doni phan would have had
en emy forces at their backs.

Feel ing that an Ameri can army sweep ing deeper into Mex -
ico from El Paso would di vert Mexi can forces away from the
ac tivi ties of both Gen. John E. Wool and Gen. Zach ary Tay -
lor’s forces in north east ern Mex ico, Kearny had ear lier or dered 
Doni phan to take his army, along with “un speci fied hun dreds
of ci vil ian team sters and mer chants [who] also sup ported the
sol diers” first to El Paso, then into Chi hua hua.  His pri mary
des ti na tion was Chi hua hua City, the key com mer cial and trans -
por ta tion hub of north- central Mex ico.

Daw son’s nar ra tive flows south ward through the jor nada
del muerto, or “jour ney of death,” to the ex pe di tions’ first clash 
of arms at Bra zito, New Mex ico.  From there the reader can al -
most smell the trail dust to the point along the Río Sac ra mento
where the Mis souri ans met a large, well- entrenched Mexi can
force and de feated them in a mat ter of hours.  Af ter oc cu py ing
Chi hua hua for seven weeks with no di rec tives from a higher
com mand, Doni phan fi nally re ceived word that he was to
march across an other al most wa ter less bol son to Par ras de la
Fuente, the gar den city of Coa huila state and from there to Sal -
ti llo where he would join Tay lor’s forces.  The path way to Par -
ras, in ad di tion to be ing dry and deso late, passed through some
of Mexi co’s most dan ger ous Apache- held ter rain; how ever,
the theft of sev eral dozen head of stock and their sub se quent re -
cov ery af ter a fight with Apache war ri ors was all the ac tion
they would see.  By the time Doni phan reached Sal ti llo and re -
ported to Gen eral Wool on May 22, the fight ing be tween Mexi -
cans and Ameri cans was vir tu ally fin ished.  Only two days
later the Mis souri ans left Sal ti llo and marched to Wal nut
Springs, near Mon ter rey, where Gen eral Tay lor had his camp.
Then on the first day of June the mot ley, yet highly suc cess ful,
as sort ment of sol diers and trader/mer chants crossed into Texas 
at Ca margo.  The war was over for them.   con tin ued on pg. 18

BOOK REVIEW
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COOPERATIVE TAS–SRSU ARCHEOLOGICAL FIELD SCHOOL 
BREAKS NEW GROUND

The De part ment of Be hav ioral and So cial Sci ences and the
Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies of Sul Ross State Uni ver sity, along 
with the 1,700- member strong Texas Ar cheo logi cal So ci ety,
one of the old est ar cheo logi cal so cie ties in the United States,
joined forces in June 2000, to con duct a co op era tive ar cheo -
logi cal field school in the Big Bend near Marfa, Texas.  Over
370 per sons, in clud ing TAS mem bers, SRSU stu dents and fac -
ulty, stu dents from other uni ver si ties, vis it ing lec tur ers, and
CBBS ad vi sory coun cil and staff mem bers par tici pated in the
field school.  CBBS staf fers Rob ert Mal louf and Andy Cloud,
both longtime mem bers of the TAS, di rected the proj ect in co -
op era tion with area land own ers and their ranch per son nel.  A
ma jor ob jec tive of the proj ect was gath er ing pre limi nary data
from pre his toric and his toric ar cheo logi cal sites in a care fully
se lected area of the Marfa Plain, a ma jor physio graphic fea ture
of the Big Bend that was vir tu ally un known archeo logi cally
prior to the field school.  Field head quar ters were es tab lished at
an un oc cu pied ranch com plex, and most par tici pants camped in 
des ig nated ad ja cent ar eas, form ing a tem po rary “tent city”
com plete with field labo ra tory, meet ing hall, mess hall, bath -
rooms, show ers, and other field ameni ties sup plied by the TAS.

The pri mary study area, a large, pri vately owned ranch on
Alamito Creek, was di vided into seven areas (Ar eas A–G) for
pur poses of field work.  Ar eas A–E con sisted pri mar ily of high
ele vated grass lands and ar royo sys tems of the Marfa Plain.
Area F com prised the main stem Alamito Creek ba sin, while
Area G in cluded the ba sal tic French man Hills and at ten dant
drain ages such as Per diz and Julia creeks.

A to tal of 128 new ar cheo logi cal sites were lo cated and sub -
jected to vary ing lev els of re cord ing by the field school par tici -
pants.  A very large per cent age of new sites, con sist ing
pri mar ily of small rock shel ters, were found in the vi cin ity of a
mas sive out crop ping of vol canic tuff along Alamito Creek.  As
sus pected, in ad di tion to pre his toric com po nents, many of these 
shel tered sites con tained re cent his toric com po nents from the
1929 con struc tion of the nearby Kan sas City, Mex ico, & Ori ent 
Rail road. 

Us ing high tech equip ment, sur face ex ami na tion, and aer ial
map ping, a group of re search ers dubbed the  “Chi hua hua Trail
Crew” suc cess fully traced out seg ments of that his toric trail to
the north, east, and south in the Alamito Creek ba sin near a
large, his toric spring where bed rock wagon ruts were ob vi ous.
A few miles to the south of the main proj ect area at the his toric
set tle ment of Alamito (Plata), we added still an other chap ter to
our Chi hua hua Trail re search.  At this lo ca tion we in ves ti gated
the 1870s Davis- Herrera adobe home site, school, and chapel
com plex, which was an im por tant stopo ver for trav el ers on the
trail.  Un like the other two struc tures, the chapel had long been
lost to ero sion, but was re lo cated us ing lo cal in for mants, high
tech in stru men ta tion, and good old fash ioned trench ing. The
chal leng ing Chi hua hua Trail proj ect proved to be of great in ter -
est to all of the field school par tici pants, and the en cour ag ing

re sults have given us im pe tus to look for ad di tional trail seg -
ments in the fu ture.

Our sur veys in the high grass lands of the Marfa Plain re -
sulted in re cord ing 18 new pre his toric camp sites and a his toric
mili tary dump re lated to the pe riod 1910–1920.  This work con -
sti tutes our first sub stan tive look at sites of the grass lands and
pro vides the ba sis for fu ture in ves ti ga tions.  Seg ments of An te -
lope and Cham bers draws yielded some of our best evi dence for 
Early and Mid dle Ar chaic peo ples (ca. 6000–1000 B.C.) liv ing
in par tially sta bi lized dune sys tems.  Mi nor test ex ca va tions
car ried out at three sites in dunes are pro viding pre limi nary data 
con cern ing pre his toric use of the high grass land ar eas through
time.

The pres ence of a mam moth site in a tribu tary ar royo of
Alamito Creek caused the juices to flow for field school par tici -
pants hav ing in ter est in early Pa leoin dian sites.  Al though mi -
nor test ing and geo mor pho logi cal stud ies at the site did not

Field school participants conduct a carefully controlled test
excavation in a prehistoric trash midden.
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yield con clu sive evi dence of a kill, the data sug gests that clos -
ing the books on the site might be pre ma ture.  We still have the
pos si bil ity of a kill by Clovis hunt ers (ca. 9500–9000 B.C.) and
are con tinu ing to moni tor the site.  The only de fini tive evi dence
of early Pa leoin di ans, how ever, came with dis cov ery of a Fol -
som (ca. 9000–8000 B.C.) point pre form at the end of the field
school.  Sub se quent in spec tion of the area of the find failed to
yield ad di tional Fol som ma te rial, but follow- up work is
planned.  Test ex ca va tions at a hori zon tally ex ten sive open
camp site con tain ing hearths and other burned rock fea tures
along Alamito Creek are yield ing sorely needed data on Late
Ar chaic and Late Pre his toric (ca. 1000 B.C.–A.D. 1550) oc cu pa -
tions of the Alamito Ba sin proper.

An other sig nifi cant un der tak ing of the field school in volved
in ves ti ga tions at a his toric rock shel ter and spring.  The spring
was a well- used stop on the Chi hua hua Trail and the ad ja cent
rock shel ter con tains sig nifi cant pre his toric and his toric rock art 
and deep floor de pos its.  Un for tu nately, the rock shel ter has
been se verely dam aged through the years by un con trolled dig -
ging that may have be gun as early as the late nine teenth cen -
tury.  Our ob jec tives here in cluded in stru ment map ping of the
shel ter, test ing for un dis turbed floor de pos its, and de tailed re -
cord ing of the rock art—all of which were met.  Clean ing the
walls of a large pot hole in the shel ter re vealed a small area of
un dis turbed, well- strati fied de pos its from which a se ries of spe -

cial sam ples, in clud ing chro nomet ric (C14) and mac ro fos sil
sam ples, were re cov ered. 

Much of the field school ef fort was fo cused in por tions of the 
French man Hills and along sig nifi cant tribu tar ies of Alamito
Creek such as Per diz and Julia creeks.  It was knowl edge of ma -
jor tool stone sources of chal ced ony in ex po sures of  Pe tan ba -
salt of the French man Hills that led us to this lo ca tion for the
field school.  With the as sis tance of ranch per son nel fa mil iar
with the area, a se ries of five open pre his toric camp sites on Per -
diz Creek were se lected for test ing prior to the ar ri val of the
field school par tici pants.  These in cluded the Windy Springs,
Metate, Gal lie, Lost Pot tery, and Per diz Creek sites.  Map ping
and mi nor test ex ca va tions con ducted at these sites yielded a
sig nifi cant da ta base for Late Ar chaic (ca. 1000 B.C.–A.D. 1000)
and Late Pre his toric (ca. A.D. 1000–1550) oc cu pants of the
Alamito ba sin.  Ex ca va tions were di rected at ob tain ing mid den
sam ples, ex plor ing burned rock fea tures in clud ing a va ri ety of
hearth types, and ob tain ing chro nomet ric sam ples for as say.
Sur vey teams in the French man Hills were fo cused on re cord -
ing chal ced ony sources and sites in vary ing land forms away
from the main- stem creeks.

And fi nally, the field school pur sued rock art lo cat ing and re -
cord ing with a ven geance.  All rock art at the large rock shel ter
men tioned above was re corded in de tail.  Hav ing done so, the
rock art team was moved about 20 miles down stream on the
Alamito to a ranch in the Casas Pie dra area where a mas sive tuff 
ex po sure with in nu mer able small rock shel ters was thor oughly
searched, sur pris ingly yield ing only one ad di tional rock art site. 
No ta bly, the rock art team main tained great en thu si asm even in
the face of dis ap point ment.

Folks han dling the field labo ra tory work did a su perb job,
and lab tech ni cians now work ing with the col lec tions at the
Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies (SRSU) have not run into any ma -
jor prob lems since pick ing up where they left off.  Work with
the col lec tions has pro gressed well since the clos ing of the field
school.  Hav ing ob tained per ma nent site des ig na tions for the re -
corded sites, we re cently com pleted cata log ing of the col lec -
tions.  Analy sis of  fau nal ma te rial has been re cently com pleted
by our resi dent TAS bone spe cial ist in Hous ton, and the sort ing, 
in ven to ry ing, and analy sis of ar ti facts is un der way. 

The morn ing of the last day of field school—Sat ur day, June
17, 2000—started out rather un event fully as folks packed their
gear and be gan head ing for home.  The TAS equip ment trailer
was loaded by mid- morning and the cook trailer was se cured
and read ied for trans port.  For many folks that Sat ur day,
thoughts be came cen tered on what they were re turn ing
to—rather than the Big Bend they were leav ing be hind.  Very
few ac tu ally know what they missed as the day pro gressed.  

The weather be gan to change as the last few tail lights headed 
north for Marfa on Hwy. 169, and for those of us left be hind it
seemed at first as though we could ex pect a nice mid- day
shower to cool things off.  Not a big deal, we thought.  By early
af ter noon we were in a down pour that showed no sign of let ting 
up, and in fact didn’t un til well af ter dark.  By 6:00 p.m. the en -
tire camp area was un der 3–4 inches of wa ter, with no end in
sight.  The ar royos were all flash- flooding.  Trucks that had

Field school participants preparing a detailed map of a
prehistoric archeological site.

continued on pg. 18
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CBBS PUBLICATIONS

José Doro teo
Arango, alias Fran -
cisco “Pan cho” Villa,
emerged dur ing the
Mexi can Revo lu tion as 
one of the domi nat ing
fig ures of that tu mul tu -
ous era.  He in flu enced
the course of the revo -
lu tion as head of the
Di vi sion of the North.
Dur ing his revo lu tion -
ary ca reer, Villa was
viewed as a hero by

Mexico’s ru ral dis pos sessed and im pov er ished work ing class,
as well as by Mexi can na tion al ists. Sub ject of count less leg -
ends, myths, books, and mov ies, the epic ca reer of Pan cho Villa 
con tin ues to in trigue his to ri ans around the world.

While much has been writ ten on Vil la’s role in the Mexi can
Revo lu tion, lit tle is known about his ori gins and the forces that
shaped his early child hood de vel op ment and per son al ity. Based 

on ex ten sive oral his tory and per sonal in ter views, Rubén
Osorio has un cov ered Vil la’s fam ily line age and back ground.

Rubén Oso rio’s re search tes ti fies to the valu able con tri bu -
tion that oral his tory plays in rec ti fy ing his tori cal in ac cu ra cies.
Osorio’s re search spans the Mexi can coun try side in clud ing the
states of Chi hua hua, Durango, Mex ico, Coa huila, and Jal isco
and in cludes in- depth in ter views with many sur viv ing mem bers 
of the Fermán and Qui ñones fami lies.  Oso rio is no ama teur to
the field of oral his tory, hav ing con ducted over 300 hours of
per sonal in ter views with former Villis tas and other im por tant
play ers in Chi hua hua’s revo lu tion ary his tory.  In cluded in these
in ter views are some of the few re cord ings of Vil la’s wife, Luz
Cor ral de Villa, and his adopted son, Fran cisco Piñón.  These
fir st-rate in ter views have laid the foundation for an ex panded
wealth of knowl edge for schol ars of Villa, his life, and the
events which shaped Chi hua hua’s his tory and that of Mex ico
and the United States.    It is a wel come ad di tion to his to ri ans of
Mexi co’s he roic past.

Bilingual Edition!
256 pages; 24 illustrations
$20.00 ($15.00 for Center Associates)

The Se cret Fam ily of Pan cho Villa:
An Oral His tory

by Rubén Oso rio

In 1998 the Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies at Sul Ross State
Uni ver sity pub lished Bruce A. Glas rud’s Af ri can Ameri cans in
the West:  A Bib li og ra phy of Sec on dary Sources About Black
Texans.  This broad- based com pi la tion of source ma te rial on
Af ri can Ameri can his tory, folk ways, fic tion, films, and poli tics
has proven an es sen tial ref er ence not only for schol ars, but for
teach ers, stu dents, and the in ter ested pub lic as well.  Thus, it is
with con sid er able pleas ure that we now of fer the Glas rud and
Lau rie Cham pion com pan ion vol ume en ti tled Ex plor ing the
Afro- Texas Ex pe ri ence: A Bib li og ra phy of Sec on dary Sources
About Black Tex ans.  As was the case with Af ri can Ameri cans
in the West, in di vid ual en tries in this sec ond ef fort of ten defy
easy clas si fi ca tion into one cate gory or an other, but Glas rud
and Cham pion have nev er the less per formed a mas ter ful job of
cre at ing a highly co her ent and us able com pen dium that greatly
ex pands upon Texas en tries found in the first vol ume.  And like
its prede ces sor, Ex plor ing the Afro- Texas Ex pe ri ence takes us a 

large step for -
ward in the
pro mo tion of
mul ti cul tural
schol ar ship
both within
and be yond
the ar ti fi cial
bor ders of the 
state.

180 pages; 19 illustrations and author index
$20.00 ($15.00 for Center Associates)

Ex plor ing the afro- texas ex pe ri ence:
a bib li og ra phy of sec on dary sources

a bout black tex ans

by Bruce a. glas rud and
lau rie cham pion
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CBBS PUBLICATIONS

Published annually,  The Journal of Big Bend Studies covers topics relating to the
archeology, history, and culture of the southwestern United States and northern Mexico,
with emphasis on the Big Bend region of Texas. Articles in Volume 12 of the  Journal
are:

• The Manufacture and Age of Toyah
Arrow Points from Big Bend National
Park, Texas

• Some Thoughts About Bedrock Mortars 
and Subsistence Group Size in the
Northern Trans-Pecos

• Fire-cracked Rock Features and the
Tentative Identification of Mescalero
Apache Sites in the Indio Mountains,
Hudspeth County, Texas

• The Peyote Religion and Mescalero
Apache: An Ethnohistorical View from
West Texas

• Aspects of Acculturation in the Lower
Big Bend Region of Texas, 1848–1943

• Traveling Over an Unknown Trail:
Company H of the Tenth Cavalry at
Fort Davis, 1875–1885

• The Death of a President and the
Destruction of the Mexican Federal
Army, 1913–1914

• Refugees or Prisoners of War:  The
Internment of a Mexican Federal
Army after the Battle of Ojinaga,
December 1913–January 1914

• American Red Cross Activities at
the Battle at Ojinaga, December
1913–January 1914

• Memories of a Revolution

• The Rise and Decline of the
Mexican Revolution in Múzquiz,
Coahuila

• Descansos: Markers To Heaven 272 pp.; 42 illustrations
Free with Center Associate membership

Publications Update

Year 2000 was a busy one for the Cen ter in re gards to pub li -
ca tions.  We pub lished Be fore the Thun der ing Hordes:  His to -
ria An ti gua de Par ras by Agustín Chur ruca Peláez, Héctor
Bar raza, Jesús Gu tiérrez, Patri cio Borja, and Manuel
Sakanassi; Ex plor ing the Afro- Texas Ex pe ri ence by Bruce
Glas rud and Lau rie Cham pion; The Se cret Fam ily of Pan cho
Villa by Rubén Oso rio; and vol ume 12 of the Jour nal of Big
Bend Studies.  We also re printed Rock Art of the Chi hua huan
De sert Bor der lands.  A book slated for pub li ca tion last year,
Ceme ter ies and Fu ner ary Prac tices in the Big Bend: 1850 to
the Pre sent by Glenn P. Wil le ford and Ger ald G. Raun, has
been put on hold pend ing ad di tional com ments.

This year we are work ing on sev eral manu scripts.  The staff
is work ing with Mi chael Fos ter on a sec ond edi tion of
Mesoameri can Ar che ol ogy of West and North west ern Mex ico. 
The book was origi nally pub lished by West view Press in 1985.  
It is be ing re- edited and new maps and fig ures will be in cluded.  
An other manu script in the ed it ing stage is Paul Wright’s Trans -
for ma tion of the “Last Fron tier”:  The Big Bend Popu la tion
and Econ omy, 1848–1920.  A pro jected pub li ca tion date has
not been set for ei ther manu script.  The edi to rial board is con -
sid er ing sev eral other manu scripts as well.

Rock Art of the Chihuahuan
Desert Borderlands

is available once again.

Or der your copy to day!
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Most of the Mis souri ans would go home and re start their
lives.  Yet, as is true of some sol diers in all wars, what they had
done and seen could never be erased from their minds.  It is un -
for tu nate that no mus ter rolls of the trad er’s bat tal ion were kept
in the Mis souri State Ar chives; those names are, ap par ently,
for ever lost.  Nev er the less, it has be come an ac cepted the ory
among bor der lands schol ars that men such as Ben Lea ton, Wil -
liam Rus sell, John W. Spencer, and oth ers who may have first
en coun tered the Big Bend as a re sult of hav ing been team sters
or mer chants with the Doni phan Ex pe di tion (or at least have
been in flu enced by ex pe di tion mem bers) also be came the first
Anglo- American set tlers there.  As author Daw son points out in 
the text, “The number of mer chants trav el ing with the col umn
by this time [May 1847] was not cer tain, but there were many
fewer than be fore.  Some had left Chi hua hua dur ing the oc cu pa -
tion; oth ers took their chances on their own when it was clear
that the regi ment would be mov ing east rather than north to El
Paso. . . . [Ad di tion ally] colo nel [Doni phan] al lowed ten other
mer chants to stay in Chi hua hua.”  The time when Anglo-
 American mer chants first ar rived in the present- day Pre sidio,
Texas, and Ojinaga, Chi hua hua, area dur ing the early 1850s co -
in cides with the rati fi ca tion of the Treaty of Gua da lupe

Hidalgo, which for mally ended the war.  It is also im por tant to
note that no evi dence has sur faced which in di cates that other
Anglo- American men came to the Big Bend and es tab lished
them selves prior to about 1850.  That these men were trad ers
and mer chants is a fact which re in forces the hy pothe sis that the
Anglo- American set tle ment/oc cu pa tion of the lower Pre sidio
County por tion of the Big Bend of Texas was ini ti ated, both di -
rectly and in di rectly, by the ac tivi ties of trad ers who had ac -
com pa nied Col. Al ex an der W. Doni phan into Mex ico dur ing
1847.

Doni phan’s Epic March: The 1st Mis souri Vol un teers in the
Mexi can War is a well- organized, chrono logi cal docu men ta -
tion of the sub ject area.  The book is highly read able yet man -
ages to re tain the schol arly ef fect.  It should grace the stacks of
every re search li brary that ca ters to South west ern in ter ests and
the fire side shelves of all those who love the Texas/Mex ico bor -
der lands.

Glenn Willeford
Historian

gone in to re move port- o- potties across the ranch were hope -
lessly stuck  and aban doned abruptly by their crews, some of
whom had to wade across rag ing tor rents in or der to hike back
to the high way. If the field school had not bro ken camp a few
hours ear lier, we would have had an un be liev able mess with
tents full of wa ter and ve hi cles and trail ers stuck for days. And
so eve ry body—this is what you missed!

Speak ing for my staff and my self, we hope eve ry one en joyed 
the field school as much as we did.  From an ar cheo logi cal
stand point it was a real suc cess, as we ful filled our origi nal goal
of es tab lish ing a base line data set for this archeo logi cally
poorly known area of the Big Bend.  We went in know ing very

lit tle, and came out with a broad—if pre limi nary—un der stand -
ing of the kinds, den si ties, and con di tions of lo cal ar cheo logi -
cal sites.  We fared well in the area of pub lic re la tions as well.
The town of Marfa bene fited eco nomi cally from the field
school’s pres ence, and towns folk ex pressed strong in ter est in
what we were do ing.  The lo cal news pa per (The Big Bend Sen -
ti nel) is sued a very posi tive and in for ma tive ar ti cle about the
field school, as did other area newspa pers.  And most im por -
tantly, we left with the knowl edge that the land own ers were
pleased with what we had ac com plished and what we will ul ti -
mately learn about the an cient and his toric peo ples that once
lived on their prop erty.

—R. Mallouf

TAS Field School, continued from pg.15

Dawson Book Review, continued from pg. 13

SRSU DEAN OF ARTS AND SCIENCES PROMOTES
MULTICULTURAL STUDIES

Dr. Bruce A. Glas rud, Dean of the School of Arts and Sci -
ences at Sul Ross, con tin ues to cre ate new op por tu ni ties for stu -
dents in ar eas of mul ti cul tural and eth nic stud ies at the
uni ver sity, and is a fre quent con tribu tor to the Jour nal of Big
Bend Stud ies and Oc ca sional Pa pers se ries of the Cen ter for Big 
Bend Stud ies.  Born and raised in Min ne sota, Dr. Glas rud re -
ceived an M.A. at East ern New Mex ico Uni ver sity and his
Ph.D. in his tory at Texas Tech Uni ver sity.  A highly re garded
spe cial ist in United States eth nic and re gional his tory, his re -
cently pub lished com pi la tions of African- American re lated
source ma te rial (African- Americans in the West and Ex plor ing
the Afro- Texan Ex pe ri ence) are emerg ing rap idly as must- have
ref er ence vol umes for in ter dis ci pli nary schol ars and the
public- at- large.  Dr. Glas rud cur rently is working on a third bib -
lio graphic com pi la tion that fo cuses on His panic cul ture.  Like

the pre vi ous com pi la tions,
this much-an tici pated vol -
ume is slated for pub li ca -
tion by the CBBS.

Dr. Bruce A. Glasrud, Dean
of the School of Arts and
Sciences 
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ORDER FORM

Cen ter As so ci ate Mem ber ship

Please enroll me as a Center Associate in the Center for Big Bend Studies for 2000–2001 (expires May 31, 2001).
I understand that as an associate I will receive:

• Volume 12 of The Journal of Big Bend Studies
• Invitations to openings and member-only receptions
• 10% Discount on Conference Registration
• 25% Discount on CBBS publications (except back issues of the Journal)
• 10% Discount on all items in the Museum of the Big Bend gift shop
• Newsletter—La Vista de la Frontera

Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies Pub li ca tions

______African Americans in the West @ $20.00 ($15.00 for Center Associates)
______Exploring the Afro-Texas Experience: A Bibliography of Secondary Sources About Black Texans

@ $20.00 ($15.00 for Center Associates)
______Archeological Reconnaissance of Upper Fresno Canyon Rim, Big Bend Ranch State Park, Texas

@ $15.00 ($11.25 for Center Associates)
______Before the Thundering Hordes:  Historia Antigua de Parras @ $15.00 ($11.25 for Center Associates) 
______Rock Art of the Chihuahuan Desert Borderlands @ $20.00 ($15.00 for Center Associates)
______The Secret Family of Pancho Villa @ $20.00 ($15.00 for Center Associates)

The Journal of Big Bend Studies
______Volume 7   (1995) @ $15.00 per copy
______Volume 10 (1998) @ $15.00 per copy
______Volume 11 (1999) @ $15.00 per copy
______Index for Volumes 1–8 @ $5.00 (free

upon request for Center Associates)

______CBBS Coffee Mug @ $6.00 (includes shipping)
Tall Rockshelter T-shirt
_____small  _____ med _____ large  _____xlarge _____xxlarge  @ $15.00 each
J. Charles Kelley Anthropology Club T-shirt (see picture on page 7)
_____small  _____ med _____ large  _____xlarge _____xxlarge  @ $15.00 each
Center for Big Bend Studies Caps 
formed front panel  _____white or _____khaki;  low-profile  _____ khaki @ $12.00 each

*******************************************************************************************************
*
Name  _____________________________________________________
Ad dress   ___________________________________________________
City _____________________    State _______  Zip  _______________
Phone ____________   Fax ____________  E- mail _________________
Visa/Mas ter Card No.___________________________exp. date________
Name as it ap pears on card___________________________ 
Sig na ture _________________________________________

Please add $3.00 shipping for first book, $.50 for each additional book ordered, $1.00 for each T-shirt, and
$1.00 for each cap. Tax included in prices. 

Amount Enclosed
$  _____________

______  In di vid ual  @ $25.00
______  Fam ily       @ $40.00
______  Stu dent      @ $15.00

Please send check, credit card in -
for ma tion, or money or der to:
Cen ter for Big Bend Stud ies
SRSU Box C-71
Al pine, Texas 79832

We
now ac cept

VISA &
Mas ter card!

New Lev els of Mem ber ship!
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The Center for Big Bend Studies fosters interdisciplinary
scholarship of the diverse prehistoric, historic, and modern
cultures of the borderlands region of the United States and
Mexico, with emphasis on the area encompassed by Trans-Pecos
Texas and north-central Mexico.  The Center is committed to the
recovery, protection, and sharing of this region’s rich cultural
legacy through dynamic programs involving research, education,
public outreach, and publication.

La Vista de la Frontera
Editor

Kelly S. García
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